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Unconventional Resources Technology Advisory Committee (URTAC)   
Teleconference Meeting Minutes 

March 13, 2008 
 
The teleconference was called to order by Mr. Guido DeHoratiis at 1:00 p.m. Mr. 
DeHoratiis noted that he was acting on behalf of Mr. Jim Slutz and Attachment 1 
contains a letter signed by Mr. Slutz appointing Mr. DeHoratiis as the Acting Designated 
Federal Officer for the meeting. He then introduced the Unconventional Resources 
Technology Advisory Committee (the Committee) Chair Ms. Sally Zinke.  She welcomed 
all of the participants and outlined the work for the next hour or so. The purpose of the 
teleconference was to seek final approval from the Committee on the final draft 
document prepared by the Editing Subcommittee. After the document is approved, it will 
be released in final form and transmitted to the Secretary of Energy.  
 
A roll call was conducted revealing that 15 of the 22 members were present.  This 
number was sufficient for a quorum. Shortly thereafter, three other members joined the 
teleconference. Therefore, in total 18, of the 22 members were present at the meeting.  
 
In attendance at the teleconference or otherwise represented by their previously 
communicated proxy vote were: Eugene Ames, Fred Aminzadeh, David Bardin, Victor 
Carrillo, Jessica Cavens, Russell Conser, William Daugherty, James Dwyer, Juliette 
Faulkner, Joe Frantz, Jeffrey Hall, Fred Julander, Fletcher Lewis, Janet Weiss, Berry Tew, 
and Sally Zinke. Absent were: Scott Anderson, Raymond Levey, Vikram Rao, and Don 
Sparks. 
 
Mr. DeHoratiis thanked the Committee for their hard work during the critical initial 
phase of the Section 999 activity and advised the Committee’s work was drawing to a 
close with today’s teleconference since the committee’s charter expires in May 2008. He 
also noted that the DOE would be working to reconstitute the Committee with new 
members over the coming months in order to continue the advisory Committee activities 
in the later part of 2008 through 2010. He requested that all Committee members pass 
on this information to any colleagues that they felt were qualified for participation on 
the Committee and encouraged them to submit their resumes to the DOE by early May. 
He also cautioned that any new prospective members must be committed to participate 
in the Committee meetings that had been set for September 9–10 in Washington, D.C., 
October 15–16 in Houston, and a final teleconference on October 23. He also indicated 
that later this summer, the Secretary of Energy would appoint the new Committee 
members. 
 
Mr. DeHoratiis also advised the group that he had just received information from the 
Research Partnership to Secure Energy for America (RPSEA) that a public announcement 
was being made today regarding the selection of several research projects. Information 
on the press releases, selections, and abstracts would be available on the URTAC Web 
site later today.  
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Mr. DeHoratiis then turned over the meeting to Ms. Zinke.  
 
Ms. Zinke identified the members of the Editing Subcommittee who pulled together the 
final document and made final editorial changes. As agreed, no content changes were 
made in line with the prior agreement of the full Committee. At the outset, a request was 
made to share information from the Ultra-Deepwater Advisory Committee with the 
members of the Committee, specifically the transmittal letter from the Committee chair 
to the Secretary of Energy. The group was advised that all pertinent documents from the 
other advisory committee would be made available on the DOE Web site as soon as the 
letter had been finalized. 
 
Then Ms. Zinke conducted the voice voting on the acceptance of the URTAC final 
report. She advised the group that she would call for three separate votes, first a call for 
those that rejected the letter, then a call for those that wanted to include a minority 
opinion, and finally a call for voice vote on approving the document. There were no 
voices in response to the rejection call and no voices on the call for minority opinions. 
Finally, the group unanimously accepted the report as presented by the Editing 
Committee. 
 
Ms. Zinke thanked the Committee members for their hard work.  One of the members 
asked that the transmittal letter specifically note that the report was approved 
unanimously, which Ms. Zinke agreed to do. 
 
Mr. DeHoratiis thanked the group for their work and then Ms. Zinke adjourned the 
meeting at 1:20 p.m. 
 
Attachments:    
 
Attachment 1   DFO Delegation of Authority    3  
 
Attachment 2   Alternate URTAC Members    4 
 
Attachment 3   Final Recommendations Package    9 
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